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Foreword

Since the first volumes of The Singer’s Musical Theatre Anthology were released in 1987, the aims of
the series have remained constant: a mixture of recent and classic material, chosen for use by eclectic
tastes, with special consideration to those songs that are particularly gratifying for singing actors.
This series does not use piano/vocal sheet music arrangements. All songs are presented in the most
authentic manner possible, as performed in the original show.

This volume of duets presents a variety of music, with shows dating from Candide to The Addams
Family. There are female/male duets, duets for two women, and duets for two men. The material
ranges from comic to romantic to dramatic. Some songs are vocally and musically challenging (for
instance, “A Boy Like That/I Have a Love,” “Kiss Me,” “Oh, Happy We,” “Come to Jesus,” and the
duets from The Light in the Piazza). Others are more traditional show music, requiring performances
with personality (“Money, Money,” “All for the Best,” “Where Did We Go Right,” and “The Grass Is
Always Greener.”) Seven out of the thirty duets in this collection are by Stephen Sondheim, certainly
amaster of the interplay between characters in musical theatre. Some songs have never been published
outside the full vocal scores. Good editions of some selections have been notoriously hard to find
before this publication.

Certainly there is something for everyone.

I would like to thank assistant editor Joshua Parman for his diligent work on this collection.

Richard Walters, editor
May, 2012
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ABOUT THE SHOWS

The material in this section is by Brian Dean, Cary Ginell, Stanley Green, Joshua Parman, Richard Walters,
and Robert Viagas, some of which has been re-edited from what was previously published elsewhere.

THE ADDAMS FAMILY

MUSIC AND LYRICS: Andrew Lippa

BOOK: Marshall Brickman and Rick Elice

DIRECTOR: Phelim McDermott and Julian Crouch
CHOREOGRAPHER: Sergio Trujillo

OPENED: April 8, 2010, New York; a run of 722 performances

The creators of The Addams Family initially sought to focus on Charles Addams’ surreal New Yorker drawings for
inspiration rather than the more accessible 1960s television sitcom. When the script was finally completed, however, it was
the sitcom that won out. The story is a goulash of morbid jokes and unabashed sentimentality concerning the members of
the eccentric family. Teenaged Wednesday is concemed that her new, “normal” boyfriend Lucas is too different from her (a
perverse Montague/Capulet coupling). After a fight, they patch things up trying to convince each other how un-normal, and
therefore perfect for each other they are in “Crazier Than You.”

AVENUE Q

MUSIC AND LYRICS: Robert Lopez and Jeff Marx

BOOK: Jeff Whitty

DIRECTOR: Jason Moore

CHOREOGRAPHER: Ken Roberson

OPENED: July 31, 2003, New York; a run of 2,534 performances

Avenue Q, which first played Off-Broadway in 2002, is an ironic homage to Sesame Streer, though the puppet characters
are decidedly adult, dealing with topics such as loud lovemaking, closeted homosexuality, and internet porn addiction.

The puppeteers are visibly onstage, acting and singing for their characters, and there are video clips too. The story tells of
a young college graduate, Princeton, who seeks his purpose in life and looks for love. Along the way we meet the many
tenants in his apartment building on the rundown Avenue Q, New York. Nicky suspects his roommate Rod might be gay.
He outs Rod, and Rod throws him out. Nicky laments his homelessness with the landlord, former child-star Gary Coleman.
Gary can’t help but laugh at the situation and explains his sadistic mockery in “Schadenfreude.”

CABARET

MUSIC: John Kander

LYRICS: Fred Ebb

BOOK: Joe Masteroff

DIRECTOR: Harold Prince

CHOREOGRAPHER: Ronald Field

OPENED: November 20, 1966, New York; a run of 1,165 performances

Adapted from Christopher Isherwood’s Berlin Stories and John van Druten’s dramatization I Am a Camera, Cabaret uses

a seedy Berlin night club as a metaphor for the decadent world of pre-Hitler Germany of the 1930s. The story focuses on
Sally Bowles, a British expatriate, and her ill-fated affair with Clifford Bradshaw, an American writer. (The nationalities

of the characters were reversed for the 1972 film,which also used a different story from the stage musical.) The symbolism
of the show is conveyed through an epicene Master of Ceremonies, who recreates the decadent atmosphere of the period
through a series of musical numbers at the Kit Kat Club. The score is purposely reminiscent of Weill and Brecht. “Money,
Money” was added to the film as a number at the cabaret for the Emcee and Sally as they comment on Cliff’s willingness to
compromise the law to earn a few dollars.



CANDIDE

MUSIC: Leonard Bermnstein

LYRICS: Richard Wilbur, John La Touche, and Dorothy Parker; additional lyrics by Stephen Sondheim
BOOK: Lillian Hellman; revised by Hugh Wheeler

DIRECTOR: Tyrone Guthrie

CHOREOGRAPHER: Wallace Seibert and Anna Sokolow

OPENED: December 1, 1956, New York; a run of 73 performances

Based on the novel by Voltaire, Candide has had a long history with various versions emerging. The original version of the
show was withdrawn by the writers. Subsequently there was a 1973 Chelsea version, a 1982 New York City Opera version,
a 1988 Scottish Opera version (recorded, with Bernstein conducting), and a few others along the way. The complex plot

is somewhat different in each version. Starting in Westphalia, Germany, described as the “best of all possible worlds,” we
meet Doctor Pangloss, philosopher and tutor to the virginal royal daughter Cunegonde Thunder-ten-Tronck (originally
played by Barbara Cook), her beautiful brother Maximilian, the baron’s bastard nephew Candide, and willing servant
Paquette. Candide is thrown out of Westphalia, just as it is sacked and burned by the Bulgarian army. They kill all but the
gradually promiscuous Cunegonde, who is to be their concubine in order to survive and save herself. She escapes, hones her
profession, and through a time-share agreement becomes the ornamented mistress of two rich and powerful men. Candide,
who believed her dead, finds her. Their reunion is short-lived as Candide inadvertently kills Cunegonde’s two masters. The
lovers flea to South America, where they come across Paquette and Maximilian, also thought to be dead, but are slaves

to the Governor of Buenos Aires. Maximilian is happy to hear from Candide that Cunegonde is alive (though at present

she has been captured by pirates), but is still enraged by Candide’s interest in his sister. To avoid arrest for an accidental
crime, Candide escapes and stumbles on the gold city Eldorado. After a time he tires of its riches, and leaves to search for
Cunegonde, who has become enslaved as a courtesan to a Turk; Maximilian is also enslaved there. Candide buys them, and
they seek out Doctor Pangloss, who states that his new philosophy is to abandon the illusion of true perfection, and to work
hard and live in rustic simplicity. Near the top of the show before anything goes wrong, Candide and Cunegonde fantasize
about their future life together in “Oh, Happy We,” unaware of their mismatched dreams.

CHILDREN OF EDEN

MUSIC AND LYRICS: Stephen Schwartz
BOOK: John Caird
OPENED: January 8, 1991, London

Loosely based on the book of Genesis, Children of Eden ran in London for three months in 1991, but since then has gained
popularity in stock and amateur productions, unusual for a musical without a Broadway run. Schwartz created a revised
version of the show in 1997 for the Paper Mill Playhouse, which resulted in a cast recording. Act I concerns the story of
Adam and Eve and their sons Cain and Abel. Act II tells of Noah, his family and the ark. Noah’s son, Japeth rejects many
of the wives his father chooses for him and prefers Yonah. With the impending flood approaching, Noah forbids that Yonah
will be allowed on the ark. Japeth sneaks her on board and they sing “In Whatever Time We Have” about their love for
one another.

A CHORUS LINE

MUSIC: Marvin Hamlisch

LYRICS: Edward Kleban

BOOK: James Kirkwood and Nicholas Dante

DIRECTOR AND CHOREOGRAPHER: Michael Bennett
OPENED: July 25, 1975, New York; a run of 6,137 performances

Beginning with the deceptively simple premise of an audition for chorus dances, A Chorus Line is an interesting
examination of the dancer’s thoughts and feelings, shown in monologues, dialogues, solo songs, and ensembles. Created as a
workshop production in Joseph Papp’s Public Theatre, the show, like Company and Follies before it, has no traditional plot,
and has been widely imitated. Kristine, one of the auditioners, confesses that the one thing she could never do is “Sing!” as
her husband Al helps her find pitches.



FIDDLER ON THE ROOF

MUSIC: Jerry Bock

LYRICS: Sheldon Hamick

BOOK: Joseph Stein

DIRECTOR AND CHOREOGRAPHER: Jerome Robbins

OPENED: September 22, 1964, New York; a run of 3,242 performances

Fiddler on the Roof takes a compassionate view of a Jewish community in Czarist Russia, where the people struggle to
maintain their identity in the face of persecution. Based on tales by Sholom Aleichem, the plot is set in the village of
Anatevka in 1905, and tells of the efforts of Tevye, his wife Golde, and their five daughters to survive. Tevye is deeply
devoted to traditional customs, and suffers as his daughters test this with their romances and marriage plans, disregarding
the role of the matchmaker. As his daughters are experiencing love, Tevye begins to question the romance in his own
traditional, arranged marriage with his wife in “Do You Love Me?”

THE FROGS

MUSIC AND LYRICS: Stephen Sondheim

BOOK: Burt Shevelove; revised, Nathan Lane

DIRECTOR AND CHOREOGRAPHER: Susan Stroman
OPENED: July 22, 2004, New York; a run of 92 performances

Freely adapted from the 405 B.C. Greek play by Aristophanes, The Frogs was originally produced in 1974 by the Yale
Repertory Theatre. The production took place in the university’s swimming pool and included only a few songs and
choruses. Thirty years would pass before the musical was seen on Broadway, with a book revised by Nathan Lane and

the score expanded by Sondheim. The show is a mix of high and low comedy, of vaudevillian entertainment and deep
philosophy. With the world in an unstable and catastrophic state, Dionysos, the Greek god of wine and drama, appears on
earth with his loyal slave Xanthias. His plan for saving the world is to journey to Hades and bring back with him one of the
great writers of the past, George Bernard Shaw. At the very beginning of the show, two actors (which are later identified as
the god and his slave), provide a quick refresher course in basic theatre etiquette by singing “Invocation and Instructions
to the Audience.”

GODSPELL

MUSIC AND LYRICS: Stephen Schwartz
BOOK AND DIRECTION: John-Michael Tebelak
OPENED: May 5, 1971, New York; a run of 2,124 performances Off-Broadway, then 527 on Broadway

With its rock-flavored score, Godspell is a flower-child view of the Gospel of St. Matthew. Jesus leads a band of followers
in dramatized parables, including the Prodigal Son, the Good Samaritan, and the Pharisee and the Tax Collector. In response
to the Beatitudes, Judas questions Jesus. Jesus responds that it is “All for the Best.”

GREY GARDENS

MUSIC: Scott Frankel

LYRICS: Michael Korie

BOOK: Doug Wright

DIRECTOR: Michael Greif

CHOREOGRAPHER: Jeff Calhoun

OPENED: November 2, 2006, New York; a run of 307 performances

The musical is based on Grey Gardens, the 1975 film documentary, about an eccentric mother and her equally eccentric
daughter. Both remain for decades in a crumbling mansion on Long Island in East Hampton, New York. After a Prologue,
Act I of the musical speculates on the past of the principal characters as they were in July, 1941: 47-year-old mother Edith
Bouvier Beale, aunt to Jacqueline Bouvier (later Kennedy Onassis), and her 21-year-old daughter Edith “Little Edie”
Bouvier Beale. Their mansion home is refined and cultivated. Little Edie is in a relationship with Joseph Kennedy, Jr. (older
brother of the president), but her mother sabotages it. The engagement is off and Edie resents her mother. In Act II of the
musical, set in 1973 and most closely based on the documentary, the 79-year-old Edith, and her 56-year-old unmarried
daughter Little Edie are faded aristocrats living in filth and ruin, isolated from the world, drifting in time. A recurring song
is the light, highly stylized 1930s soft shoe number the mother and daughter sing as a cozy but sardonic comment on their
codependence (“Peas in a Pod”).



INTO THE WOODS

MUSIC AND LYRICS: Stephen Sondheim

BOOK AND DIRECTION: James Lapine

CHOREOGRAPHER: Lar Lubovitch

OPENED: November 5, 1987, New York; a run of 765 performances

Into the Woods brought together for the second time the Pulitzer Prize winning team of Lapine and Sondheim. They turned
to children’s fairy tales as their subject. The book of Into the Woods often focuses on the darker, grotesque aspects of these
stories, but by highlighting them, it touches on the themes of interpersonal relationships, death, and what we pass on to our
children. Act I begins with the familiar “once upon a time” stories, and masterfully interweaves the plots of Snow White,
Little Red Ridinghood, Cinderella, Jack and the Beanstalk, Rapunzel, a Baker and his Wife, and others. Act II concerns
what happens after “happily ever after,” as reality sets in, and the fairy tale plots dissolve into more human stories. In Act I
Cinderella’s Prince and Rapunzel’s Prince compete for who has the worst time of wooing their respective loves in “Agony.”
The Baker and his wife begin to understand what marriage is all about as they work together to gather the necessary
ingredients for a potion to assuage the Witch that has cursed the wife’s womb in “It Takes Two.” The Baker sings “No
More” with a mysterious man, who turns out to be his long-lost father.

THE LIFE

MUSIC: Cy Coleman

LYRICS: Ira Gasman

BOOK: David Newman, Ira Gasman, and Cy Coleman
DIRECTOR: Michael Blakemore

CHOREOGRAPHER: Joey McKneely

OPENED: April 26, 1997, New York; a run of 466 performances

The Life is set on and around 42nd Street in New York City in the 1980s, when the area—before its dramatic revitalization—
was still the seedy but lively domain of pimps, hookers, and topless bars. Among several principal characters, Queen is

one of the hookers on the street, there to earn money to support her man, Fleetwood, a directionless Vietnam veteran pimp.
After saving money with plans to leave “the life,” Queen discovers that Fleetwood has spent half of it on drugs and has been
sleeping around. Queen later finds herself hopelessly trapped in service to another pimp, Memphis. She shoots him after he
kills Fleetwood. One of her street sisters, Sonja, says that she will take the rap for Memphis’ murder, portraying it as self-
defense, allowing Queen to board a bus and get out of town, finally finding her freedom from “the life.” Sonja and Queen
sing goodbye in “My Friend.”

THE LIGHT IN THE PIAZZA

MUSIC AND LYRICS: Adam Guettel

BOOK: Craig Lucas

DIRECTOR: Bartlett Sher

CHOREOGRAPHER: Jonathan Butterell

OPENED: April 18, 2005, New York; a run of 504 performances

Finding inspiration in the same country as his grandfather Richard Rodgers’ Do I Hear a Waltz?, Adam Guettel’s The Light
in the Piazza follows Americans abroad in Italy. The story, after a novella by Elizabeth Spencer, concerns Margaret, a
wealthy North Carolinian mother, and her beautiful, childlike 26-year-old daughter, Clara, on extended vacation in Florence
and Rome in the summer of 1953. The mother and daughter explore the possibilities and excitement the city of Florence has
to offer in “‘Statues and Stories.” By chance encounter Clara meets Fabrizio, a 20-year-old Italian man who speaks little
English. Though there is a spark between them, Margaret protectively takes Clara away. Fabrizio is determined, and with the
help of his father, finally is able to spend time with Clara, though Margaret continues to attempt to discourage the romance.
Margaret reveals the reason for her concern: due to being kicked in the head as a child by a pony, Clara has had arrested
mental and emotional development. Margaret decides to takes Clara to Rome to get her away from Fabrizio, but Clara’s
feelings for him remain fervent. Fabrizio sneaks into the hotel to say goodbye but cannot find the right words in his broken
English. Clara encourages him in “Say It Somehow.” After much struggle she convinces her mother not to object to their
marriage. A film adaptation of the novella was released in 1962.



THE LION KING

MUSIC: Elton John

LYRICS: Tim Rice

BOOK: Roger Allers and Irene Mecchi
DIRECTOR: Julie Taymor
CHOREOGRAPHER: Garth Fagan
OPENED: November 13, 1997, New York

A fantastic triumph of art design and choreography, Julie Taymor’s adaptation to the stage of the 1994 Disney movie

won both critical and popular praise. Lavish sets and costumes, including actors on stilts, set this production high above
other movie-to-stage adaptations. The Broadway score incorporates all the music from the original movie, along with new
material. In a Hamlet-like plot, Mufasa, king of the lions, is murdered by his brother Scar. Young Prince Simba is led to
believe he killed his father and runs away to exile. Years later, a childhood friend Nala escapes the tyrannical reign of Scar
and fortuitously encounters Simba. Their friendship quickly tumns something more in “Can You Feel the Love Tonight.”
Nala convinces Simba of his rightful place as king of the lions; he returns to his pride and overthrows the evil Scar.

A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC

MUSIC AND LYRICS: Stephen Sondheim

BOOK: Hugh Wheeler

DIRECTOR: Harold Prince

CHOREOGRAPHER: Patricia Birch

OPENED: February 25, 1973, New York; a run of 601 performances

Based on Ingmar Bergman’s 1955 film Smiles of a Summer Night, A Little Night Music could claim two musical
distinctions: the entire Stephen Sondheim score was composed in time signatures of 3 (or multiples thereof), and it
contained, in “Send in the Clowns,” the most famous song that Sondheim ever wrote. The musical is about a group of
well-to-do Swedes at the turn of the last century, among them a lawyer, Fredrik Egerman; his virginal child bride, Anne;
Fredrik’s son Henrik, in love with Anne; Fredrik’s former mistress, the actress Desirée Armfeldt; Desirée’s current lover,
the aristocratic Count Carl-Magnus Malcolm; and the count’s suicidal wife, Charlotte. A London production opened in
1975. A film version was released in 1977. Charlotte and Anne lament their inequitable marriages that bring them both pain
in “Every Day a Little Death.”

MONTY PYTHON’S SPAMALOT

MUSIC: John Du Prez and Eric Idle

LYRICS: Eric Idle

BOOK: Eric Idle

DIRECTOR: Mike Nichols

CHOREOGRAPHER: Casey Nicholaw

OPENED: March 17, 2005, New York; a run of 1,575 performances

Eric Idle, one of the founding members of the British television comedy troupe “Monty Python’s Flying Circus,” made
his Broadway writing debut with Monty Python’s Spamalot, billed as “a new musical lovingly ripped off from the motion
picture Monty Python and the Holy Grail.” As in the movie, the show involves the wacky adventures of King Arthur and
his band of knights in their search for the Holy Grail, shrubbery, and in the musical, success on the Great White Way.

The lavish Spamalot was directed by luminary Broadway and movie director Mike Nichols. True to characteristic Python
irreverence and silliness, King Arthur, feeling hopeless in his quest, sings “I’'m All Alone,” ignoring his faithful servant
Patsy making amusing social commentary on class inequality. In the show, all of the hopeless knights join in the last verse
with their respective servants, adapted here as a duet.



MYTHS AND HYMNS

MUSIC, LYRICS AND BOOK: Adam Guettel
DIRECTOR: Tina Landau
OPENED: March 31, 1998, New York; a run of 16 performances

The source material for Guettel’s Myths and Hymns is just that—mythological figures such as Icarus, Pegasus and Sisyphus,
and old texts from a Presbyterian hymnal from 1886 that Guettel found in a used book store. The composer stated, “I used
these dissimilar cosmologies as points of departure and discovered as I went along that they have a lot in common—a

desire to transcend earthly bounds, to bond with something or someone greater.” The song cycle for the theatre premiered
Off-Broadway under the name Saturn Returns, but was later changed to the present title. Tina Landau, director of Guettel’s
Floyd Collins, helped conceive this night of music, a staged concert which focuses on the divine and profane in everyday
life and uses musical language from straight-up pop to lush theatrical writing. The final version of the score was recorded on
a cast album by the composer (a tenor) with various artists.

PARADE

MUSIC AND LYRICS: Jason Robert Brown

BOOK: Alfred Uhry

DIRECTOR: Harold Prince

CHOREOGRAPHER: Patricia Birch

OPENED: December 17, 1998, New York; a run of 85 performances

The musical is based on the true story of Leo Frank, a Jewish factory manager unjustly lynched for the murder of Mary
Phagan, an underage female worker in 1913 Atlanta, an emblem of tragic anti-Semitism in the American South of the era.
Just before he is kidnapped by vigilantes, Leo’s wife Lucille visits him in prison. They sing about *““All the Wasted Time”
their marriage had afforded.

THE PRODUCERS

MUSIC AND LYRICS: Mel Brooks

BOOK: Mel Brooks and Thomas Meehan

DIRECTOR AND CHOREOGRAPHER: Susan Stroman
OPENED: April 19, 2001, New York; a run of 2,502 performances

Mel Brooks swept critics and audiences off their feet in New York with this musical, adapted from his 1968 movie The
Producers. A couple of songs from the movie were incorporated into the otherwise new stage score. The story, with a 1959
New York setting, concerns washed-up Broadway producer Max Bialystock and his nerdy accountant Leo Bloom, who has
dreams of being a producer himself. During an audit of Max’s books, Leo offhandedly remarks that one could make more
money producing a flop than a hit. The two eventually produce the show Springtime for Hitler, which seems on paper like

it will be the biggest flop ever, penned by nutcase Nazi-sympathizer Franz Liebkind. The play is turned into a musical.
Springtime for Hitler is a surprise hit and Bialystock and Bloom ask “Where Did We Go Right?”” During a prison stay they
come up with a bona fide hit, Prisoners of Love, and end the show successful producers after all. The director and most of
the lead actors from Broadway were in the 2005 film version.

THE RINK

MUSIC: John Kander

LYRICS: Fred Ebb

BOOK: Terrence McNally

DIRECTOR: A. J. Antoon

CHOREOGRAPHER: Graciela Daniele

OPENED: February 9, 1984, New York; a run of 204 performances

A rundown roller rink is the site of this Kander & Ebb musical. Past and present flow together as a mother and daughter
relive their lives dealing with the pending demolition of their rink. The action takes place from about 1950 to 1970, but
the show does not try to be a realistic portrayal of these times. It is, rather, a symbolic celebration of life and renewal. Liza
Minelli starred as the daughter, Angel, with Chita Rivera as her mother, Anna. Mother and daughter sing the duet “The
Apple Doesn’t Fall Very Far from the Tree.”



10

SPRING AWAKENING

MUSIC: Duncan Sheik

LYRICS AND BOOK: Steven Sater

DIRECTOR: Michael Mayer

CHOREOGRAPHER: Bill T. Jones

OPENED: December 10, 2006, New York; a run of 859 performances

This rock musical, 2007 Tony Award winner of Best Musical, is based on the 1891 German play by Frank Wedekind, which
was banned for decades because of its frankness about teenage sex and suicide. The setting is a provincial German town in
the 1890s. Teenagers struggle against strict morals of adults and the lack of instruction and communication about sex and
emotion. Wendla Bergmann is a girl discovering her sexuality and sensuality in a time that forbids such things. By chance
she meets Melchior in a secluded forest and they surrender to their desires singing “The Word of Your Body.” Melchior’s
friend Mortiz is so distraught that he kills himself; the headmasters of the blames Melchior and expels him. Meanwhile,
Wendla has become pregnant. Wendla’s mother finds someone who will perform an abortion in secret, but Wendla dies as

a result of it, though officially her death is attributed to anemia. Melchior considers suicide, but the spirits of Wendla and
Moritz comfort him and he continues on.

SUNDAY IN THE PARK WITH GEORGE

MUSIC AND LYRICS: Stephen Sondheim
BOOK AND DIRECTION: James Lapine
OPENED: May 2, 1984, New York; a run of 604 performances

The centerpiece of the ambitious show is George Seurat’s painting A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte.

It is an intimate and personal musical concerned with the creative process itself, its obsessions, consequences, and rewards.
The second act of the show deals with the same artistic tensions (plus a few more) in a present day setting with George’s
grandson who is also an artist. At the end of Act II, the ghost of Dot appears to George who is questioning his artistic vision.
She encourages him to be honest, not allowing other’s opinions to shape his direction in “Move On.” Incidentally, the
music echoes the break-up song from the first act between Dot and the artist. The piece received the Pulitzer Prize for drama
in 1985. An adaptation of the Broadway production was made for television in 1986.

SWEENEY TODD

MUSIC AND LYRICS: Stephen Sondheim

BOOK: Hugh Wheeler

DIRECTOR: Harold Prince

CHOREOGRAPHER: Larry Fuller

OPENED: March 1, 1979, New York; a run of 557 performances

In 19th century London, Benjamin Barker, who now calls himself Sweeney Todd, has returned after escaping imprisonment
in Australia on a trumped-up charge cooked up by Judge Turpin, who desired Barker’s wife, Lucy. Johanna, Barker’s
teenage daughter, is now the ward of Judge Turpin and confined to his house. Anthony, a young sailor, falls in love with
Johanna after seeing her in her window, and attempts to help her escape the Judge’s intentions of marrying her. They sing
“Kiss Me” in a few stolen moments when the Judge is out. Angered by Johanna’s rebuff of him the Judge commits her to
an insane asylum. Anthony rescues her, and in the process all the lunatics break free. In the principal plot Todd and Mrs.
Lovett, who owns a meat pie shop, concoct a scheme to murder barber clients and use their carcasses for pie filling. Todd’s
motive is to get the Judge in the chair to enact revenge on him. Todd kills the Judge, among many others. Todd recognizes
an insane beggar woman as his wife Lucy and kills Mrs. Lovett for her duplicity in telling him that Lucy was dead. Tobias,
a simple boy who has been working for Mrs. Lovett cuts Todd’s throat. The fictional story of Sweeney Todd first appeared
in “The String of Pearls: A Romance,” with no author credit, in the British magazine The People’s Periodical and Family
Library, in 18 weekly installments, 1846-47. It was immediately adapted as a play and opened in London in 1847. The
story was lengthened and expanded into a 732 page novel and published in London in 1850 as The String of Pearls, with
the subtitle The Barber of Fleet Street: A Domestic Romance. The 1865 play adaptation remained popular for decades in
Britain. The story was again adapted for the stage in 1973 by British playwright Christopher Bond, which was the basis

for the musical Sweeney Todd. Non-musical film versions of the story were released in 1926, 1928, 1936, 1970, and for
television in 1973, 1998 and 2006. A film version of the musical was released in 2007.
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WEST SIDE STORY

MUSIC: Leonard Bemnstein

LYRICS: Stephen Sondheim

BOOK: Arthur Laurents

DIRECTOR: Jerome Robbins

CHOREOGRAPHER: Jerome Robbins and Peter Gennaro
OPENED: September 26, 1957, New York; a run of 732 performances

West Side Story is loosely based on William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. Gangs rule the streets of the west side of
New York City in the 1950s, before the area was revitalized with the construction of Lincoln Center in the 1960s. The Jets
are tough Americans, in hate-filled rivalry with the Sharks, tough Puerto Ricans. Tony, a former Jet trying to go straight
with a regular job, meets Maria, sister to one of the Sharks, at a dance held at a gym. They instantly fall in love, drawing
anger from Maria’s brother, Bemardo, leader of the Sharks. Riff, leader of the Jets, challenges the Sharks to a rumble. Tony
later secretly visits Maria’s fire escape balcony, where they confirm their love, uniting as one the next day, after business
hours, in the bridal shop where Maria works. That evening Tony goes to the rumble to try to stop it, but when Bernardo
stabs Riff, Tony instinctively stabs and kills Bernardo. Maria learns from Chino, a Shark, that Tony has killed Bernardo
Just before Tony steals into her bedroom. First enraged and bitter, she settles down in Tony’s embrace, and they dream of a
safe and peaceful place away from the gang-ridden existence in the city. Anita warmns Maria about the dangers of a bi-racial
relationship, but Maria is too in love to care (“A Boy Like That/I Have a Love”). Chino later shoots and kills Tony, and
Maria grieves. over his body. A London production opened in 1958 and surpassed the number of Broadway performances.
The 1961 film version retained most of the score, but made significant shifts in song and scene order.

WICKED

MUSIC AND LYRICS: Stephen Schwartz
BOOK: Winnie Holzman

DIRECTOR: Joe Mantello
CHOREOGRAPHER: Wayne Cilento
OPENED: October 30, 2003, New York

The musical was based on the 1995 novel Wicked: The Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the West by Gregory Maguire.
The story speculates on the back story of the Wicked Witch of the West, Elphaba, and Good Witch of the North, Glinda
(Galinda), before their story threads are picked up in L. Frank Baum’s The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. As the musical

begins, the citizens of Oz celebrate the death of the Wicked Witch of the West. A flashback tells the story of the complex
relationship between the misunderstood Elphaba Thropp and the ambitious Galinda Upland as they form a friendship in
secret and unite against the duplicitous Wizard. Elphaba and the seemingly vapid Fiyero unite in secret against the Wizard
and discover they have feelings for each other in “As Long As You’re Mine.” Elphaba, with the help of Glinda and Fiyero,
stage her death and agree that she will appear the bad guy in order to work secretly against the Wizard. Glinda and Elphaba
sing “For Good” solidifying their friendship despite the hard times ahead.

WOMAN OF THE YEAR

MUSIC: John Kander

LYRICS: Fred Ebb

BOOK: Peter Stone

DIRECTOR: Robert Moore

CHOREOGRAPHER: Tony Charmoli

OPENED: March 29, 1981, New York; a run of 770 performances

Based on the 1942 Katharine Hepburn/Spencer Tracy MGM movie, Woman of the Year chronicles the lives of Tess Harding,
a nationally recognized TV news reporter, and Sam Craig, a comic strip cartoonist. They fall in love and marry. Tess is
about to win the “Woman of the Year” award, but her overbearing nature drives Sam away. They eventually reconcile. On
Broadway the show starred a couple of baritones, Harry Guardino and Lauren Bacall. In “The Grass Is Always Greener”
career woman Tess debates with domestic expert Joan the advantages of each of their lives.
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SCHADENFREUDE

from the Broadway Musical Avenue Q

Music and Lyrics by ROBERT LOPEZ
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from the Musical Cabaret

Words by FRED EBB
Music by JOHN KANDER
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OH, HAPPY WE

from Candide

Allegretto con anima Jd=132

Lyrics by RICHARD WILBUR
Music by LEONARD BERNSTEIN
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Music and Lyrics by
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DO YOU LOVE ME?
from the Musical Fiddler on the Roof

Words by SHELDON HARNICK

Music by JERRY BOCK
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Lyrics by EDWARD KLEBAN
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INVOCATION AND INSTRUCTIONS ~

TO THE AUDIENCE

from The Frogs

2ND ACTOR: Shall we begin?

Music and Lyrics by
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(Cell phone rings) 1ST ACTOR: Unbelievable.
2ND ACTOR: Unbelievable.
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MY FRIEND

from The Life

Music by CY COLEMAN
Lyrics by IRA GASMAN
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STATUES AND STORIES

from The Light in the Piazza

Words and Music by
ADAM GUETTEL
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SAY IT SOMEHOW

from The Light in the Piazza

Words and Music by
ADAM GUETTEL
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IT TAKES TWO

from Into the Woods

Words and Music by
STEPHEN SONDHEIM
Adagio (J=120)
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from Into the Woods

Words and Music by
STEPHEN SONDHEIM
Adagio, poco rubato (J =116)
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Words and Music by
STEPHEN SONDHEIM

from A Little Night Music
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“CAN YOU FEEL THE LOVE TONIGHT

Disney Presents The Lion King: The Broadway Musical

Music by ELTON JOHN
Lyrics by TIM RICE
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from Monty Python’s Spamalot
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COME TO JESUS

from Myths and Hymns

Music and Lyrics by ADAM GUETTEL
Lyrics adapted from
The Temple Trio, Hymn Edition, 1886
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WHERE DID WE GO RIGHT?

from The Producers

Music and Lyrics by
MEL BROOKS
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LEO: “Last night a star was born on Broadway—the lovely Miss Ulla Inga Hansen Benson Yonsen Tallen-Hallen
A Svan-Svanson. We predict that her name will soon be up in lights. If they can find enough bulbs.”
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THE APPLE DOESN’T FALL

VERY FAR FROM THE TREE

from the Musical The Rink

Words by FRED EBB
Music by JOHN KANDER
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KISS ME

from Sweeney Todd
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FOR GOOD

from the Broadway Musical Wicked

Music and Lyrics by

STEPHEN SCHWARTZ
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“ THE GRASS IS ALWAYS GREENER

from the Musical Woman of the Year

Words by FRED EBB
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